AARON COHN MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR JUDGING GUIDE & RUBRIC

This rubric will be used to assess each science fair project at Aaron Cohn Middle School.  The descriptions found under the column labeled “15” represents high-level student achievement for each particular task, the column labeled “10” represents achievement that is on grade level, while the level “5” constitutes a level of work needing improvement.  The category labeled “Below Grade” represents an unacceptable or missing component of the project.  Your project may be graded in between each level on each task as well.
	Category

To be graded
	15
	10
	5
	Below Grade

	Exhibit / Display
Score: ____


	The display has been constructed with excellent craftsmanship.  Observations are clearly summarized, written explanations are concise with effective use of data organizers such as graphs, and illustrations.
	This display has been constructed with good craftsmanship with only a few sections that could have used more work, effort, and/or neatness.  Explanations and observations are adequate for the grade level.
	There is no type of organization with explanations, observations, and/or data organizers.  A judge is having a difficult time following the steps of your project due to the lack of organization.
	No display provided.

	   Abstract  Paper
Score: ____


	There is a high level of preparation evident.  The presenter has an in-depth understanding of the selected topic.  The paper answered all questions relating to the project.
	There is a fair level of preparation evident.  The presenter has a general understanding of the selected topic.  The paper answered most questions relating to the project.
	There is a low level of preparation.  The presenter has a shallow understanding of the selected topic.  The paper answered few (if any) questions relating to the project.
	Not prepared to present. Abstract missing.  

	Grade
Appropriate

Score: ____


	The degree of difficulty exceeds the author’s current grade level.
	Overall, the problem chosen to investigate is on grade level.
	The problem chosen to investigate is below grade level.
	Problem researched was far below grade level

	Creativity &
Originality

Score: ____


	The problem being addressed by the student was either personally generated (highly unique) or largely modified from another source.
	This project is not commonly seen in this fair, but was taken directly from an outside source and shows moderate levels of modification.
	This project or a slight variation of this project Is commonly found among the participants of the science fair.
	Project represents little if no originality or creativity.

	Experiment
Score: ____


	The experiment is clearly done with high-level understanding of the scientific method.  There is a clear and intentional test of one or more variables.
	The experiment is clearly done with a decent level of understanding of the scientific method.  There is a loose test of one or more variables.
	The experiment is clearly done with low-level understanding of the scientific method.  There is not a clear and intentional test of one or more variables.
	No use of the Scientific method and no testing of variables

	Validity of Results and conclusions
Score: ____


	The measurable results are supported by enough trials.  The conclusion references the results and discusses the original hypothesis.
	The measurable results are supported by enough trials.  The conclusion may reference the results and discuss the original hypothesis briefly.
	The measurable results are not supported by enough trials.  The conclusion does not reference the results and discuss the original hypothesis.
	The results do not reference any part of the project.


Judge’s Comments: _____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Total Score:  _________/90
