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President John F. Kennedy made public‘the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba in this speech to the
American people.

John F. Kennedy's Speech on Radio and Television
October 22, 1962
Good Evening, My Fellow Citizens:

This government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance of the Soviet military buildup on the
island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series of offensive
missile sites is now in preparation on that imprisoned island. The purpose of these bases can be none other
than to provide a nuclear strike capability against the Western Hemisphere.

Upon receiving the first preliminary hard information of this nature last Tuesday morning at 9 a.m., | directed
that our surveillance be stepped up. And having now confirmed and completed our evaluation of the evidence
and our decision on a course of action, this government feels obliged to report this new crisis to you in fullest
detail. R

!

The characteristics of these new missile sites indicate two distinct types of installations. Several of them
include medium range ballistic missiles, capable of carrying a nuclear warhead for a distance of more than
1,000 nautical miles. Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of striking Washington, D.C., the Panama
Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, or any other city in the southeastern part of the United States, in Central
America or in the Caribbean area.

Additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed for intermediate range ballistic missiles -- capable of
traveling more than twice as far -- and thus capable of striking most of the major cities in the Western :
Hemisphere, ranging as far north as Hudson Bay, Canada, and as far south as Lima, Peru. In addition, jet
bombers capable of carrying nuclear weapons are now bemg uncrated and assembled in Cuba while the
necessary air bases are being prepared.

This urgent transformation of Cuba into an important strategic base — by the presence of these large, long-
range, and clearly offensive weapons of sudden mass destruction -- constitutes an explicit threat to the peace |
and security of all Americas, in flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, the traditions of this
nation and hemisphere, the joint resolution of the 87th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, and my
own public warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 13. This action also contradicts the repeated
assurances of Soviet spokesmen, both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms buildup in Cuba would
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retain its original defensive character, and that the Soviet Union had no need or desire to station steategic
missiles on the territory of any other nation. ...

But this secret, swift and extraordinary buildup of communist missiles -- in an area well known to have a
special and historical relationship to the United States and the nations of the Western Hemisphere, in violation
of Soviet assurances, and in defiance of American and hemispheric policy -- the sudden, clandestine decision
to station strategic weapons for first time outside of Soviet soil -- is a deliberately provocative and unjustified
change in the status quo which cannot be accepted by this country, if our courage and our commitments are
ever to be trusted again by either friend or foe. ...

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security and of the entire Western Hemisphere, and under the
authority entrusted to me by the Constitution as endorsed by the resolution of the Congress, | have directed
that the following initial steps be taken immediately:

First: To halt this offensive buildup, a strict quarantine on all offensive military equipment under shipment to
Cuba is being initiated. All ships of any kind bound for Cuba from whatever nation and port will, if found to
contain cargoes of offensive weapons, be turned back. This quarantine will be extended, if needed, to other
types of cargo and carriers. We are not at this time, however, denying the necessities of life as the Soviets
attempted to do in their Berlin blockade of 1948.

Second: | have directed the continued and increased close surveillance of Cuba and its military buildup. The
foreign ministers of the OAS, in their communique of October 6, rejected secrecy on such matters in this
hemisphere. Should these offensive military preparations continue, thus increasing the threat to the
hemisphere, further action will be justified. | have directed the Armed Forces to prepare for any eventualities;
and | trust that in the interest of both the Cuban people and the Soviet technicians at the sites, the hazards to
all concerned of continuing the threat will be recognized.

" Third: It shall be the policy of this nation to regard any nuclear missile launched from Cuba against any nation
in the Western Hemisphere as an attagk on the United States, requiring a full retaliatory response upon the
Soviet Union. :

Fourth: As a necessary military precaution, | have reinforced our base at Guantanamo, evacuated today the
dependents of our personnel there, and ordered additional military units to be on a standby alert status.

Fifth: We are calling tonight for an immediate meeting of the Organ of Consultation under the Organization of
American States, to consider this threat to hemispheric security and to invoke articles 6 and 8 of the Rio Treaty
in support of all necessary action. The United Nations Charter allows for regional security arrangements -- and
the nations of this hemisphere decided long ago against the military presence of outside powers. Our other
allies around the world have also been alerted.

Sixth: Under the Charter of the United Nations, we are asking tonight that an emergency meeting of the
Security Council be convoked without delay to take, action against this latest Soviet threat to world peace. Our
resolution will call for the prompt dismantling and withdrawal of all offensive weapons in Cuba, under the
supervision of U.N. observers, before the quarantine can be lifted.

Seventh and finally: | call upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt and eliminate this clandestine, reckless, and
provocative threat to world peace and to stable relations between our two nations. [ call upon him further to
abandon this course of world domination, and to join in an histeric effort to end the perilous arms race and to
transform the history of man. He has an opportunity now to move the world back from the abyss of destruction
-- by returning to his government's own words that it had no need to station missiles outside its own territory,
and withdrawing these weapons from Cuba -- by refraining from any action which will widen or deepen the
present crisis -- and then by participating in a search for peaceful and permanent solutions. ...

My fellow citizens: let no one doubt that this is a difficult and dangerous effort on which we have set out. No  »
one can foresee precisely what course it will take or what costs or casualties will be incurred. Many months in
which both our patience and our will will be tested -- months in which many threats and denunciations will keep
us aware of our dangers. But the greatest danger of all would be to do nothing. ...
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Our goal is not the victory of might, but the vindication of right -- not peace at the expense of freedom, but both
peace and freedom, here in this hemisphere, and we hope, around the world. God willing, that goal will be
achieved.

Thank you and good night.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
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The Cuban Missile Crisis comes to an end in 1962

INEW YORK DAILY NEWS  Wednesday, October 28, 2015, 132 PR
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U.5. President John F. Kennedy reperts to the rfhition on the Cuban missile crists from the Whits House In Washington, Nov. 2, 1962, The president told radio and television listeners
that Soviet missite bases “are being dastroyed . (A7)

(Originally published by the Daily News on Qclober 29, 1962, This story was weitten by Miclael O'Neill and Frank Holeman,)
WASHINGTON, Oct. 28 (News Burea) - President Kennedy called on Prensier Khrtishehev tonight to carry out his prom(sed missile pullback “at ance” so that the 1.8, and Russta cotild
move promptly “to the settlement of the Guban erisls,”

Offivials disclosed that the 17,5, would Insist on o time ling in the TN negaetiations on pullout ¢etails. Informed sourees suid 7t should be 2 “very, very short” parind, a matter of days, because
sonie of the missiles alreudy are operatidnal.

In g new letter to the Kremlin leader the President declarad that he now believed he and Khrushehev bad reached “firm® agreement on the terms for ending an oninous Bast-West clash
that hed curried the world to the brink of nuclear war,

Tn retuen for o speedy missile pultback In Cabw, under UN supervision, the President sald the U.S, would 1ift the sea blockade and offer Russia agsurances against 8 Cuban invasion.

“Thape that the necessury meastures can at ance be taken throtgh the Unlted Nations, us your message says,” Kennedy told Khrushehev, "so that the U, in turn will e able to remove the
quarartine measures now o effect.”

In a separate gesture to smooth the path to a fing, settlement Lhe President volved "regret” that an American plane colleeting follout samples in the atimoesphers had slipped into Soviet alr
spuce I far northenst Siberia. He promised that “every precaution” wouldl be taken to prevent a recurrence.
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Kennedy's letter was made public lesy than eight hours after tha Moscow radio broaduast n Khrushehey letter agreeing to Kennedy’s missile pullout demands, It seemed tomark the . . ,
beginning of the enc of the fateful cold war collision. -

Around the world the news broughit v sigh of reliel despite Adninistration attempts to ward off any previsture victory statemeints,

Even Kennedy suggested In his lettar that # solution was at end, Underliting this was the fact that Xennedy spent the st afternoon oway from his desk sinea the erisls etupted.

Expect Soviet to Cool Off

“Parhaps nowl, as we step back from denger,” Kennedy wiote, “we cal tagether make veal progress” toward world disarmament. He appealed partleniarly for Bast-West negotiations on ways
to cuth the sprend of atomic armns.

Khrushehav Bnslly yielded to the greatest confrontation of American military might since the cold war began. He apparently aceepted the cold reality that the U.8. was veady to go to war tg
thwart the massive buildup of Sovlet atomic power in Cuba.

Nonetheless, Kennedy and his erisis-weary advisers ordered continuation of the blockade nnd preparntions for a direct blow against Cuba to gusrd agninst any new sudden switch in
Russlun policy.
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1f the missile pullback finally comes off, officials cxpect that it will be a mdfor cold war turning point thiat will make Russia far Jess aggressive than it has been {or the last 17 years.

There was tmmediate specalation regarding the possible impact of the decision on the political careers of Khrushehev and Premier Castro, Both met - Castro miote than hls Soviet mentor -
presumably couldi’t help bul be hurt by the dismal result of the Red missile gambit,

Kernedy Move Promptly

Rennedy sald hie was replying immediately to Khrushehev's earter letter today because of “the great importance 1 attach to moving forward promplly o the settlement of the Guban erlgte.”
"1 think that you and 1, with our heavy responsibilities for the maintenance of peace,” he wrote, “were aware that developments ware appraaching a point where events could have become
unmaragenble.”

As aresuls, the President said, he weleomed the pramier's missile putlback decision as “an important contribution to peace.”

Kepinady pralsed the efforts of UN Acting Secretary Geaeral U'Thant and said he was reporting on the Iatest developments to the Organtzation of Ameriean States, “whose members share a
deep interest In a genalne pesce In the Caribbean area.”

We Comfess Violation

The President admitted a new Soviat charge that en American plane had vioiated Soviet territory eatly foday. But he sald the aireraft was an unanmed reconnaissance plane merely
collecting fallout samplas fram the Soviel atomic fests, »
Tn iyls letter to the President, Klirushchev called for American agreement to quit sending reconnaissance planes over Cuba. We already have banned such fllghts over SBoviet territary,
Indieations were, howevar, that the U.8. would reject this as part of the Cuban milsstle deal. Offlcials gaid the only 1.8, action would be lifting the blockade and guaranteeing against Cuban
invasions, ’

As the Cuban crists seemingly moved nearer settlement Keintedy suggested that the U5, and Russia turn to “great unfinished tasks” to lree the world “from the fear of war”
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Would Push Disarming

“[ ngree with o he wrote Khirushehey, “that we meust devoe uryent attention to the problem of disarmamant us it relates to the whole world and alse to criticst arens.”

Phota from Octeober 1362 showing 4 Cuban Army antl-alreraft battery, enacted durlng the missile orisis hetween the former Soviet Union, Cuba and the United States. (RAFAEL
PEREZ/REUTERS)
1

He urged that prionity attention he ghven to curbing the spread ol atomic anns and to reaching agresment on g nuclear rest han, But he added that “we should also work hard to see Hany
wider mensures of disarmament can be agreed snd put into opem’tfon atany early dute,”

Kennedy culled for urgent discussions on these issues “at Geneva or elsewhere.”

This sentence spurted some specnlation regarding o possible sumnft, but officials dlscouraged this, They said nothing like this i3 In the wind, at lenst for the foreseeable future,

Reoon Flights to Go On

I diseussing Kennedy's offer of assurances agairst a Cubon Invasion officials noted that the President had already said many times that this country bad no intention of Invading the
island. The orly resson for considering an ‘uwusi:{m at this time was the presence of offensive Soviet weapans there.

Kennedy was expectad to reject any ban on reconralssance flights over Cuba unless theare [s a fully adeqguate grownd inspection system ground that gnarantees against any Rossiun missile
cheating.

Likewise, officials said that the U.S. would brush aside Premier Fidel Castro’s demand for U, evacuation of the Guantanamo naval base i Cuba, They constdered this and some of
Khrushehev's demands to be moie propaganda moves than conditions for the missile pullback.

Informed sources made It clear that the U8, would not demand removal of the more than 5,000 Sovier techrdeians who have been in Cuba for some months,

The agsurption was that most of them will have very little to do il their nyssllas are hauled brck to Moscaw,

Jet Bombers Must Go, Too !

These scurces, however, suggested thet the U.S, would want guarantees that alt offenslve wespons - not just the medinm and intermediate range missiles - witl be removed. This would
include the IL-28 jet bombers and eny atomie bombs they might be equipped with,

Datuils of the (.8~ Russian ugreement wil be hammered cut ab the UN undey the direetion of Acting Secretary General U Thant.

They key factor, as far as the U.8. 13 concerned, is that there must be an effective UN inspection system to provide this country with ironclad gumrantees that Klirushehey s carrying out his

pledgas,
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President Johin F. Kennedy, right, confers with his brothez.’. Astorney General Robart F, Kennedy, at the White House in this Oct.1, 1962, fils photo during the Cuban missile
} o crists,
Coam

It He'll Stick to Program -

Officials here, it was lestnied, were mlous to make sure that Khrushchey's personal negotiator, Deputy Forelym Minister V. V. Kuznetsoy, sticks to the generel terms outlined by the
pramlar in his latest Kennedy Tetter. They hope thers wor't be any new conditions that might snag negotiations.

Soviat affairs experts In Washington were vastly intrigued by the flurry of Khrushehey letters, which strongly suggested that the Kremlin was elther having trouble making up Tts collective
mind or that there were sharp internal diffarences of opinion on what to do.

Tn a private note Kennedy Friday Khrushehey wirtually agreed Lo the same goneral teuns the bwo sides settled on today.

Then yesterday motning, before the President had a chance to reply, radic Mescow broadrast a seeond [etter demanding a horse trade, 8 Commnmunlst missile pallback in Guba in return for
an Allied missile puliback in Turkey.

Kenmedy promptly rejected this in a White House statement and Sred off a new letter to Khuuschay applanding the Soviet missile putlback offer and agreeing, In sxchange, to lift the
blockade and guarantee against a Cuban invasion.

This latter was Folluwed by the new Suviet note taday which agreed to all the President’s terms.

The frst view of the Aip-fliinping was that it reflertad a tug of war betwean the so~called moderates and warmongers in the Kremlin,

The moderatos apparentty won out after finally befng convinced of Americn's determination to fight,

No Sumonit Meeting Soon

Bacause of this apparently pracarions situation In the Communist hierarchy the Administration was belteved to be tailoring {ts moves carafully to give the mnoderates all the belp they may
need to hold Lo the present inissile retreat deal, Benee, Kanmed y avoided any premature victory clatms.

The feeling was that if the Russian pullback actuslly oceurs, then buth sides should swing into some hard negotiations logking toward an atomic test ban and at least a few tentative steps
toward disarmament. The hope was that Russia may be more interested now than it has gone to war's edge with the U3,
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The Cuban Missile Crisis

Part A: Closely read and annotate both documents in order to answer the following:

In the Speech by John F. Kennedy a series of steps are listed as a means to ensure the security
of the Western Hemisphere. Which of these steps are addressed in the second document?

(Cite Document, Page #, and Paragraph #)

For Teacher Use Only ©
Reading Target: t can cite specific texiual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

Assessment Result:




Part B: Write a brief essay to answer to the following question:

‘In your opinion, do you think the Cuban Missile Crisis was as big of o deal as they thought it
could possibly be?”

The claims within your essay should be supported by logical reasoning as well as relevant and
accurate cited data/evidence.

For Teacher Use Only ©
Writing Targel: | can support claim({s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of
the topic or text, using credible sources.
Assessment Result:




Part C: Using no documents or supports (only your own memary), explain the steps that were taken to
prevent the Cuban Missile Crisis from becoming an all out nuclear war....GO!

For Teacher Use Only @
Content Targel: | can explain reasens for foreign invalvement in Vietnam in terms of containment of communisim.

Assassment Result:




