Blackmon Road Middle School
2018-2019 School Year


8th Grade Georgia Studies Syllabus
	Instructor
	Mr. Timothy Downes
	E-mail
	Downes.Timothy.P@muscogee.k12.ga.us


	Phone
	706-565-2998
	School Hours
	8:50 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.

	Office
	7251 Blackmon Road Columbus, GA 31909
	Planning Period
	(5th period)


Welcome to Georgia Studies! My name is Mr. Downes and I’m excited to have you in my class this year!
	Course Description:
	Goals:

	In eighth grade, students study Georgia geography, history, government, and economics. While the four strands are interwoven, ample opportunity is also provided for in-depth study of the geography of Georgia and the government of Georgia. U.S. historical events are included, as appropriate, to ensure students understand Georgia’s role in the history of the United States.
	· Understand and use the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) in assignments and daily tasks.

· Connect and relate to the following themes in 8th grade social studies: Beliefs and Ideals • Conflict and Change • Conflict Resolution • Distribution of Power • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • Location • Movement/Migration • Production, Distribution, Consumption • Rule of Law • Technological Innovation

· Develop close reading and critical thinking skills.

· Strengthen reading comprehension and Lexile level.

· Interpret and analyze primary and secondary sources.

· Use of technology inside and outside of the classroom and integration of blended learning.

· Pass the Georgia Milestones Assessment System (GMAS)!

· Develop an enjoyment of social studies and strive to be a lifelong learner!

	Requirements:
	· 

	· Spiral-bound, three-ringed binder

· Lined paper

· Pencils and/or pens (up to you)

· Coloring utensils (colored pencils, colored pens), glue sticks, highlighters (I will try to provide as many of these as possible)
· Optional - Kleenex, hand sanitizer and school supply donations are always greatly appreciated! (
	· 


Evaluation:
· Grading Scale (based on MCSD guidelines):

90-100

A


80-89

B


70-79

C


69-Below
F (grades below a 70 are failing)
Student grades will be calculated in the following categories:

· Learning logs (Smart Starts and closings) – these will be a daily activity to complete and will be turned in at the end of the week. 
· Classwork/Homework – assignments will vary. 
· Quizzes – there will be pop quizzes, to ensure students are paying attention in class and reviewing material at home. 
· Exams/tests - there will be unit exams throughout the semester and a cumulative final for each semester. Review sessions will occur prior to these exams. It is important to retain all materials, notes, etc. through the year as the GMAS will also be a culmination of everything we will learn.  
· Projects

	Attendance
	Cell Phone/Technology Use

	In order to learn and be successful students must first be present!

I understand that absences occur for various reasons, as mentioned above make up work is the responsibility of the student.
We will be doing a lot of hands-on activities, group work, and in-class projects that require students to be in class. In some cases, the student may not be able to make up these types of assignments; therefore, written assignments may be assigned in the place of group or hands-on activities.


	Students are allowed to use technology devices in the classroom (computer, tablets, etc.) for certain assignments but ONLY when designated by the teacher. When on devices, students should ONLY visit and use classroom appropriate sites. Absolutely no photo/video taking while at school.

Virtual Reality Lesson*** - Students will use their devices for these lessons. Students will need to download the Google Expeditions app on their devices and create a Google account (if a student has a Gmail that will work as a login). Students need that account information in order to download the app.



	Home Learning/Homework
	Make-up/Missing Work

	I do not believe in assigning loads of homework on students. However, students will be responsible for doing some learning at home, which can range from reading their textbooks, studying, completing missed/late assignments, finishing up classwork, or working on a project. Additionally, a new school requirement this year will be an “Article of the Week” reading assignment. These will be given out on Monday and turned in on Friday of the same week. 


	In the event that a student is absent, whether it is excused or unexcused, it is his/her responsibility to make up missed work. Upon your return, please ask a fellow classmate or me to see what you have missed. Students will have 3 days to return all make up work. Make up work that is not returned will result in a failing grade.  
*Note - any and all late work will receive a penalty of 10 points daily.




Extra Credit

· While I do not believe in providing extra credit often, there may be extra credit opportunities from time to time. They may come in the form of extra bonus questions on an exam/test or an additional assignment. These will be posted as they arise and at the teacher’s discretion. 
Tutoring 
· It is available on Tuesday’s until 5:00pm. Students will need to prearrange their tutoring sessions with me and their parents/guardians to ensure they have a ride home. If Tuesday’s do not work, we can discuss other options. Please see me for additional information.
Helpful Hints for Success in 8th Grade:

· Never Procrastinate! Complete assignments on time. 

· Read and review notes each day (I promise it will stick) (
· If you have a question, do not be afraid to ask!

· Keep a POSITIVE attitude!

· Be respectful and kind to your fellow classmates, teachers, staff, and guests in the classroom and in the hallways. Character goes a long way! 
· Bring your materials to class every day. 
Behavior Management:
 

	Rules 
	Procedures

	Be a HERO:

· Honorable – Do your own work and behave in class at all times. Come to class prepared and ready to learn! Do the right thing, even when nobody is looking. 
· Empathetic – Be understanding and kind to the people around you. Learn to work together to accomplish the mission! 
· Respectful – Respect everyone in the classroom (fellow classmates, guests, and me) and be respectful of the class itself (do not eat, drink, chew gum in class, throw trash on the floor, or destroy materials in the room). 
· Optimistic – Don’t get down or discouraged if you don’t succeed the first time. We’re all here to learn and improve ourselves! I’m here to help you achieve your goals, so come talk to me and we’ll figure things out! ( 
*Cell phone use – devices will be allowed ONLY during certain activities in the classroom, but use will be limited to such activities when advised by the teacher. Students will participate in VR/AR Expeditions through Google Education and will need to have a Gmail/Google account set up. If they do not have one, I will help them create one or you can sign up on Google.com. *Note – classes may lose this privilege. Cell phones may be taken up and turned into the office if these rules are not followed.
	1. Enter class quietly and begin working on the smart start.

2. Sharpen materials and get any needed supplies BEFORE class begins.

3. Students cannot leave class during the first or last 10 minutes of class.

4. Be on task and productive during work session.
5. If you have a question, raise your hand and WAIT to be called upon. Do not interrupt the teacher/speaker. 
6. At the end of class, complete the closing task and put all supplies back in the appropriate places, neatly. I will dismiss.

	
	Consequences

	
	1st Offense - Warning

2nd Offense - Parental Contact via phone call

3rd Offense - Parent Conference

4th Offense - Parent Contact by administration

5th Offense - Office Referral: Saturday School

6th-10th Offense – Office Referral: ISS

11th-15th Offense – Office Referral: OSS

	
	Rewards

	
	1. Verbal praise

2. Positive parent contact

3. Earn Batman Bucks for incentives

4. Class celebrations
5. Student of the Month


Additional Information:
	Remind 101
	Helpful Links:

	In order to stay in the loop with the class outside of school, I have set up a Remind 101 code for each class period. Anyone who is signed up can get message reminders about various assignments, activities, exams, etc. Please note it does not share any phone numbers or personal information. You can sign up for it and view how it works at www.remind.com or text the following codes to the number 81010:
· 1st period – text the message @k7hgg4 to 81010
· 3rd period – text the message @ek29hh to 81010
· 4th period – text the message @386g2a to 81010
· 6th period – text the message @edbbk9 to 81010
	MCSD website: https://www.muscogee.k12.ga.us/ 
Standards: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-Grade-8.aspx 
Canvas: https://www.muscogee.k12.ga.us/Families (also download app)
Crash Course: https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
Georgia Stories: http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories
National History Day: http://www.nhd.org


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*Please sign and return or write a letter acknowledging that you have read the syllabus with a parent. A student and parent signature is required.
I, _________________________________________ (print name), have received and read a copy of the information and policies of Mr. Downes’ syllabus for the 2018-2019 school year. I have been given the opportunity to ask any questions or concerns I may have in regards to the syllabus, rules and requirements. I agree to assist the teacher in the implementation of these policies and requirements of me in this syllabus. 
Student Signature:__________________________________ Date: ____________
I, _________________________________________ (print name), the parent/guardian of ___________________________________________ (print name) have also read and understand the policies and requirements outlined by Mr. Downes’ syllabus. If I have any questions, I know that I can contact Mr. Downes at Blackmon Road Middle School, either by email or by calling the school. 

Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________________________ Date: ___________
