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What were early 
civilizations in 
Mesoamerica like? 

 

How were the Maya able to 
develop an accurate 365-
day calendar? 

 

What was the Maya system 
of writing like? 

 

How did the Aztec grow 
their food? What kinds of 
crops did they grow? 

 

What weakened the Aztec 
Empire? 

 

What are glyphs?  

What is pok-a-tok?  

What is obsidian?  

What are chinampas?  

What were some of the 
early South American 
cultures? 
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What were some of the 
achievements of the early 
South American cultures? 

 

What were Inca villages 
like? 

 

How were the Inca able to 
communicate over the 
great distances of their 
empire? 

 

What was the language of 
the Incas? 

 

How was Hernán Cortés 
able to conquer the Aztec 
Empire? 

 

How did the Spanish 
colonial rulers treat the 
native peoples they 
conquered? 

 

Why do you think 
nationalist movements 
gathered strength in the 
region? 

 

Why do you think Simón 
Bolívar was called “the 
Liberator”? 

 

What is an epidemic?  

What is a conquistadores?  

What is a nationalist?  

 


